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from the Editor  - Frank Baker 
                                                

             

  Welcome to the current issue of the Spur Line. I had hoped to 

have the Spur Line forum up by now, but recent issues have con-

sumed a considerable amount of my time. Foer those not up on 

the move to utilizing a forum in place of the electronic issue, here 

is the general plan.  

As you may guess, the Spur Line consumes a lot of time. It is also 

difficult to get information in a timely manner and sometimes I for-

get to take photos of everything due to the confusion of the mo-

ment at the meets. By implementing a forum, we will have a much 

broader selection of contributors, like everyone that is a member 

in the Arizona division. You will be able to discuss or show, in an 

open forum style, you interest in the hobby. You will be able to develop informative clinics that eve-

ryone can see, share and enjoy.  

As you all may know, several changes took place at the last meet. The new Division director is Ver-

ryl Fosnight; the new Superintendent is Allan Montgomery. Please welcome them when you see 

them in Sun City. Our good friend and contest chairperson, Chuck Hammond and his wife Dierdre 

moved to Texas to be nearer to their grandchildren. So, Allan Montgomery, as Superintendent, is 

looking for replacements. Gordon Geiger has also asked to be replaced as Membership Chair.  

Sounds like there will be a portion of the next meet to discuss filling these positions. 

As I mentioned earlier, I have had several other issues occupying my time, so this is a small issue. I 

hope that you enjoy the issue and look forward to meeting everyone  at the March Meeting in Sun 

City. 

 

Frank 



Spur Line - February 2016  Page Four 

 

 

SPUR LINE NEWSLETTER 
 

   The “SPUR LINE” is the official publication of the Arizona Division, Pacific Southwest Region , Na-

tional Model Railroad Association (NMRA), and is published three times a year in Scottsdale, Arizo-

na. The “SPUR LINE’ is available to all members of the NMRA who live in Arizona. 

 RESPONSIBILITY: Except for official reports, all opinions are those of the authors, and do 

not necessarily represent those of the Arizona Division or its parent organizations. 

 SUBMISSIONS:  Contributions of articles on any railroad or model railroading topic of interest 

to the membership are welcome. There is no compensation, but published articles can be credited 

to the NMRA Author Achievement Certificate. If you are interested in submitting articles, event infor-

mation, or other information of interest to the members of the Division, please follow these guide-

lines: 

1. Preferred method is by email to the Spurline editor with the submission attached as a word text 

document.      

2. Keep in mind that submissions may be edited for length or formatting, or not used, at the discre-

tion of the editor. 

3. Submission deadlines for publication are: December 1st., April 1st. and July 1st. 
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Arizona Division Roster 
 

Director - Verryl Fosnight                         (562) 458-9589        Director@AzDiv-nmra.org 

Superintendent - Alan  Montgomery       (928) 202-9685        Superintendent@AzDiv-nmra.org 

Chief Clerk & Paymaster - Jesse Poole   (480) 532-7666        Paymaster@AzDiv-nmra.org 

Membership Chairman -                                                           Memberchair@AzDiv-nmra.org 

Contest Chairman—Lenny Wyatt                                            ContestChair@AzDiv-nmra.org 

Achievement Program - Don Stewart      (480) 759-5019       APChair@AzDiv-nmra.org 

Nominations Chairman - Lenny Smith     (520) 836-7683       NomChair@AzDiv-nmra.org 

Railette Chair - Linda Libelula                                                  RailetteChair@AzDiv-nmra.org 

Spur Line Editor - Frank Baker                 (602) 672-6336       SpurLine@AzDiv-nmra.org 

Webmaster - Lee Stoermer                       (928) 580-3209       Webmaster@AzDiv-nmra.org 

Member Aid Chairman -                                                            MemberAid@AzDiv-nmra.org 
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Summer Meet - Arizona Division, PSR, NMRA 

Saturday, March 12th, 2016 - Sun City, Arizona 

Depot 
Sun City Model Railroad Club @ Recreation Center 
NE. corner of 107th Ave and Peoria Ave. (map on last page)               
Meet Contact: Alan Vincent (480) 406-3034  

Registration 

Bring your membership card 
$10.00 - Coffee Provided; FREE - If you join the NMRA at Registration. 
$3.00 - If NMRA member under 21 years of age.(Bring your membership card.) 
FREE - Non-member joining the NMRA and PSR at registration 
FREE - Spouse or Non-member guest accompanied with member                         

    9:00 am -  Registration opens. Enter contests until noon. 
  10:00 am - Meet Begins with Welcome and Introductions 
  10:05 am - CLINIC: Don Stewart: “Steam Locomotives” How they work and what are all  
        those pipes? 
  11:00 am - Business Meeting and door prize drawings 
  11:45 am - Break for lunch at a restaurant of your choice 
   1:00 pm -  CLINIC: Richard Sauerbrun: “ Computer Software Applications” 
   2:00 pm -  CLINIC: Charlie  Nidever—”Modeling an Underground Mine” 
   3:30 pm -   Announce contest winners, door prize drawings. 
   4:00 pm - Meet Ends—Layout Tours—Flyers available at the meet 
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A complete line up of NMRA contests is planned. We are including Levity, Favorite Train and 
the ever popular photo contest. The  Favorite Train subject will be “ Passenger Train ”  with 
a maximum of ten cars / locomotives, The Levity category will be “  Water Car  ” .  Bring your 
favorite model for the popular vote Favorite model contest and share it with other attendees. 
You must be a member of the NMRA to enter contests. Bring your unfinished models, pro-
jects and show them in Lenny’s Challenge! 

 Give our contests a try. You may win an award! 
C
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Tables will be available at 8:30 AM after the sellers’ registration is paid. AZ Division 
Swap Tables are free for members with a quality donation to the door prize collection. 
Swap Tables for non-members is $10.00 with a quality donation of a door prize. 

Swap  

Meet: 

A fun & exciting project activity is planned for the ladies. We promise that you 
are going to laugh and have a good time making it. Come join in on the fun! Rail fans: 

 
** WANTED ** 

Good quality model kits, tools, RR equipment, etc.                                                        

for door prizes at the November 9th meet in Tucson.  

ARIZONA DIVISION WEBSITE: www.AzDiv-nmra.org   

http://www.azdiv-nmra.org
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 Direct from the Director — Verryl fosnight 

    I hope you all had pleasant holidays. We had a house full for them at our 
    house this year, but now it is back to model railroading. 

 
    On the Wyoming Division I have been gathering parts and materials for 

    signals, and in February we started the installation of an ABS system 
    over the 1,006 feet of double track mainline. Dennis Drury, who I meet at 
    the PSR Regional Meet in Scottsdale last fall, is guiding our signals in-
    stallation. He owns Ramden Enterprises who makes signal boards that 
    control the adjacent signal based on the occupancy of the next two  
    blocks. These boards feed the current to green, yellow, or red LED sig-
nal bulbs. The occupancy is detected by a cpOD, Centerpoint Occupancy Detector, a current sens-
ing detector for each block. I have wanted ABS for the Wyoming Division for years, from when I was 
still just planning it before we started construction, but signals and the necessary electronic control 
systems is an obscure art. The more I read about the various systems available, the more I realized 
I needed to talk to someone face to face to understand the elements involved and just how to wire 
them to our DCC system. For me, Dennis was that man, and I met him at the PSA Regional Meet in 
Scottsdale—reason enough to join and belong to an NMRA group. 

If you belong to the Arizona Division of the National Model Railroad Association, you may identi-
fy with this experience. If you are reading this, and you are not a member, come to our next meeting 
in Sun City next to Phoenix, where you can join for a year at a special starting rate and also get a 
free admission to that meet. You may be surprised and delighted at the information you take away, 
or the contacts you make—contacts, like I made with Dennis. 

Our next meeting will be in Sun City/Phoenix, Saturday, March 12, 2016, and we expect anoth-
er good meet put on by David Irick and that group of modelers. The Arizona Division Website at 
http://www.azdiv-nmra.org/Meets/Meets.html gives details of activities. It will be at 9 AM at the 
northeast corner of 107

th
 Avenue and Peoria Avenue at the Fairway Recreation Center. Bring your 

models for the contest, watch for the clinics for interesting history and techniques, shop the swap 
meet, and for the ladies, there is the Railettes and their own activities in their own room. But more 
important is the day spent with other model railroaders, old and new friends, to socialize and to pick 
up handy hints for our own layouts. 

At that meet I want to propose we have a help table where you can ask for help on a modeling 
problem by filling out a slip to be posted on a board at the meet. Other modelers will be urged to call 
or text you on your cell phone at the meet during lunch or a break in the activities to hook up with 
you immediately to discuss your problem. 

The November 21, 2015 Arizona Division Meet in Tucson was a fine affair with good attend-
ance. The new officers were installed, and numerous awards given out for service. The clinics were 
interesting, as always, and a number of good models were shown in the contest room. Hats off to 
the Tucson presenters led by Richard Dick.  

Chuck Hammond stepped down after many years of service to the Division as the Contest 
Chairman, as has Deidre Hammond as Railette co-chairwoman. They are moving to Texas. We will 
miss them and their efforts for the Division. 

See you in Sun City in March,  

http://www.azdiv-nmra.org/Meets/Meets.html
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     I love this hobby. I threw my hat in the ring for Superintendent because I 
want to help this hobby grow. I have a few ideas that I think will be fun for eve-
ryone that comes to Arizona Division meets. My hope is that we can attract new 
members, learn new skills and make new friends. 

    In the next year, several friends and I will be building an N-Scale module to 
bring to meets. The idea is to build a faithful representation of the Morenci mine 

in eastern Arizona. This is where NMRA members come in. If you like to scratch build, weather, or 
do scenery; I welcome others to help make the layout a truly Arizona Division effort. It's high time we 
start running trains at our meets! If you are interested in contributing, please, give me an e-mail. 

    I would like to try a workshop for the summer meet in Rimrock. A simple start would be to weather 
a freight car with chalks to take home. Either bring a car from home or buy a new one at our conven-
iently placed swap meet room. If you are an old hat at this, please share your experience and help 
someone with their first attempt. I think there is something to be said for coming home from a meet 
with a project that you did yourself. Again, e-mail me if you would like to help. 

See you in Sun City,  

 

 

 

 From the Superintendent — Alan Montgomery 
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The Nov 21, 2015 Meet in Tucson provided a net profit of $290.00 on a total income 
of $590.00 as shown in the Table below.  There were total of 61 attendees which 
were comprised of 56 NMRA members (three of which were presenters) and 5 
guests.  This compares to 77 attendees at last years’ Tucson meet, however, there 
were 20 guests/visitors at that meet which means that the number of NMRA mem-
bers in attendance was about the same.  The lower number of attendees has been 
attributed by some to the proximity of this event to the Thanksgiving weekend. 

The primary source of income from the meet was the door receipts plus $10 from the sale of a swap 
meet table.  The direct expense was the cost of the venue and insurance from the NMRA for the 
event.  There were indirect costs for the period that were noted at the last meeting and are associat-
ed with purchase of name badges, trophies, and mailings which totaled $574.95. 

An additional expense for $305.36 was paid to the PSR2015 Convention for the purchase of the re-
maining pins and patches not sold at the event.  Most of this money will be effectively returned when 
the proceeds of the event are sent to the Division. 

The current checkbook balance is $5123.57 which is a net deficit of $648.47 from the last report.  

 

Chief Clerk & Paymaster Report 

By: Jesse poole    
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Contest Results - Tucson Division Meet 

November 8, 2014 

 

Best In Show 

Jordan Spreader - Alan Olson 

 

Structures — Open 

1 st Place -  Pigeon Hunting - Stephen Dress 

2nd Place - Eureka Deport- Werner  Koebig 

3rd place (tie)- Last Chance Gas—Tim Gilliland 

3rd Place (tie)- PicaPeka Pickles - Tim Gilliland 

 

       Favorite Model 

1st Place - Robinson electric—Stephen Dress 

Tim Gilliland -  Picapeka Pickleworks 

Tim Gilliland -  Last Chance Gas 

 

Photography 

Model — Color - Prototype 

1st Place—Rio Grande Southern #4 - Allen Greger 

2nd Place – The Last One - Allen Greger 

3rd Place - Remote Control - Charlie Nidever 

 

Favorite Train 

1st Place - Shay Power -  Lennie Smith 

2nd Place - Snow Plow - Frank Baker 



Spur Line - February 2016  Page Eleven 

 

 

Contest Results - tucson Division Meet 

November 8, 2014 

 

Levity 

UP man tagging a car    - Tim Gilliland 

Note: 

1: Model scoring 87 ½ points receive a Merit Award. 

2: In order for a model to receive 1
st
 Place award it must receive a total of 76 points. 

 Individuals that have entered items for judging do not participate in judging their own work. 

 

    Congratulations To all entrants! 

Keep on building those models 
 

Make sure to bring your  

models ,  photos, and  Lenny’s Challenge  entries  

to  Sun City, March  12th, 2016!! 
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Congratulations! 

Best in Show  -   alan Olson  

Merit Award Winner 

1st. Place -  Pigeon 

Hunting—Stephen 

Dress  
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2nd Place - Eureka 

Depot - Werner 

Koebig 

  

3rd Place - (Tie) 

Last Chance Gas 

Tim Gilliland 

  

3rd Place - (Tie) 

Picapeka Pickles 

Tim Gilliland  
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Favorite models 

3rd place 

Last Chance Gas 

Tim Gilliland 

 

2nd place 

Picapeka Pickles 

Tim Gilliland 

1st place 

Robinson Electric 

Steven Dress 
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Photography / Color 

1st place 

Rio Grande Southern 

#4 

 

Allan Greger 

2nd place 

The Last One 

 

Allan Greger 

3rd place 

Remote Control 

Charlie Nidever 
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Levity 

U.P. painting crew “works” on tagger’s car 

Tim Gilliland 
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NOTES:  

1:* = MODEL SCORING 87 1/2 POINTS RECEIVE A MERIT AWARD 

2: IIN ORDER FOR A MODEL TO RECEIVE 1ST PLACE IT MUST RECEIVE A TOTAL OF 76 

POINTS 

 

 

 
        

 

 

!st Place - Lenny Smith - Shay Power 

2nd  Place - Frank Baker - Snow Plow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Favorite Train 
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From the AP Chairman—Don Stewart 

For more information on the Achievement Program 

Check the NMRA website at: www.nmra.org/achievement     

 

 

 

 

January 2016 Achievement Program Report / Tucson Meet 

The November 21 Arizona Division Meeting in Tucson brought in 6 Merit Awards from the contest 
entries. It was a good showing by the builders. 

The builders and their Merit Award winning models are: 

Alan Olson built a MoW car (something not new for him) that scored 107 points out of 125 to win 
Best of Show. It was a Jordan Spreader. 

Stephen Drees built a structure (Pidgeon Hunting) that scored 103 points in the Structure, Open 
Category to earn him a Merit Award. 

Stephen Drees Robinson’s Electric building scored 101 points to win a Merit Award. 

Werner built a Depot from Eureka, CO to earn his Merit Award for the contest with 89 points. 

Tim Gilliland earned a Merit Award with his Last Chance Gas Station. It scored 88 points. 

Tim Gilliland earned another Merit Award with his Pickle Factory. It also scored 88 points. 

 

I will bring these Merit Awards to the Phoenix Meet in March. 

These were excellent models. Keep up the good work.  
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Arizona Clubs 

 

Cornville 

 Wyoming Division Model Railroad Club 

       Scales:  HO 

       Contact:  Verryl Fosnight  (562) 458-9589   verrylf@gmail.com 

       On the Web:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/wyoming_division/  

 

Flagstaff 
 Flagstaff Model Railroad Club  

       Scales: HO, HOn3, and N 

       Contact: Larry Gibbs (928) 779-2282               

       On the web: http://flagmrrc.org/ 

 

Gilbert 

 Gilbert Model Railroad Club  

       Scales: HO 

       Contact: Joe Padberg (480) 626-5289   

       On the web: www.gmrctrains.com  

 

Glendale 

 West Valley Railroad Historical Society 

   Scales: HO 

  Contact: David Irick (623) 435-8534 

 

Goodyear 
 Pebble Creek Model Railroad Club  

       Scales: HO and G  

       Contact: Bruce Petrarca (623) 935-4837  

       On the web: www.pcmrc.org 

 

Phoenix 
  

 Grand Canyon State Model Railroaders  

       Scale: HO modular 

       Contact: Bob Gibbs (480) 968-1760              

       On the web:  www.GCSMR.org 
   

  

mailto:verrylf@gmail.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/wyoming_division/
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Arizona Clubs 

 

 

Phoenix 

 
 Thunderbird Model Railroad Club  

       Scale: HO  

       Contact: Larry Platt     

       On the web: www.trainweb.org/tbird   Website is: www.thunderbirdmodelrrclub.com 

 Ponderosa North  

       Scales: Round Robin 

  Contact: Matt Furze - mattfurze@cox.net                 

       On the web: www.arizonarails.com/pncpage 

 

Prescott 
 Central Arizona Model Railroad Club 

       Scales: Multiple  

       Contact: Steve Bumgardner (928) 775-3184  

       On the web: www.camrrc.com 

 

Scottsdale 
             Scottsdale Model Railroad Historical Society 
               Scales:  HO and HOn3 
            Contact:  contact@scottsdalemrhs.org 
  On the web:  www.scottsdalemrhs.org 
 

 Sun’N’Sand Model Railroad Club  

       Scale: N 

       Contact: Arthur G. Doglione (480) 748-9345   

       On the web: www.sun-n-sand.org 

 

Sun City area 
 Sun City Model Railroad Club  

       Scale: HO 

       Contact: Bob Batt (623) 734-6377     

        

 Sun City West Model Railroad Club  
      Scales: HO and N  
  Contact: Bob Butler (623) 556-5179    
  On the web: http://www.scwclubs.com/ then select Model Railroad 

             

http://www.thunderbirdmodelrrclub.com
mailto:contact@scottsdalemrhs.org
http://www.scottsdalemrhs.org
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Show Low  

  Silver Creek Railroaders  

       Scale:HO 

       Contact: John Rowlinson (602) 908-9962 

Yuma 

 Yuma Model Railroaders  

       Scales: HO and N ,other scales and railfanning. 

       Contact: Lee Stoermer (928) 344-9417   

       On the web: www.yumamodelrailroaders.org 

Tucson 
 Arizona & Southwest Model Railroad Society / Tucson NTRAK  

       Scale: N  

       Contact: John Scott (520) 250-2800  

       On the web: http://home.comcast.net/~tucsonntrak 
 

 

 Rincon West Garden Railroad Club  

       Scale: G  

  Contact: John Lawrence - johnlaw1931@hotmail.com  

 

 Southern Arizona Society of Model Engineers (SASME)  

      Scales: HO and HOn3  

      Contact: Richard Dick (520) 790-5356     

      On the web: www.sasme.org 

 

 H.O. Brotherhood of engineers ( H.O.B.E )( NEW ) 
   Scales: HO  

      Contact: Tom Beecher (520) 579-3768     

      On the web:  
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BUY, SELL OR TRADE 
FOR SALE—The Arizona Division has a large stock of PSR items which may be of interest to PSR 
members.  Contact: Jesse Poole, Arizona Division Chief Clerk / Paymaster 

SHIPPING:  Will bill for actual shipping and packaging. 

NMRA ITEMS                PRICE               QTY 

1996 Long Beach National Pin           $0.50               34 

PSR CONVENTION CARS: 

2003 Phoenix Kit HO $2.50               12 

            (Athearn 40-foot Steel & Wood Box Car) 

2007 Tucson Kit HO                           $5.00               252 

            (Accurail 3 Bay Hopper) 

            (12 for the price of 10 = $50.00) 

2007 Tucson RTR HO                        $10.00             12 

            (Intermountain wheels, Kadee couplers) 

2007 Tucson Weathered HO               $12.50             4 

            (Intermountain wheels, Kadee couplers) 

 PSR PATCHES: 

1991 Tucson                                      $0.50               300 

1992 Laughlin                                    $0.50               204 

1993 Rails to the Sea                        $0.50               2 

1995 Phoenix                                    $0.50               296 

1997 Cajon Zephyr                            $0.50               25 

1999 Flagstaff                                    $0.50               194 

2003 Phoenix                                     $0.50               115 

2007 Tucson                                      $0.50               212 

2011 Flagstaff                                    $5.00               60 

 PSR PINS: 

1991 Tucson                                      $0.50               43 

1995 Phoenix                                     $0.50               75 

1997 Cajon Zephyr                            $0.50               19 

1999 Flagstaff                                    $0.50               144 

2007 Tucson                                      $0.50               142 
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Arizona Hobby Shops 

THE HOBBY PLACE @ACE        6959 E. 22
nd

 St. Tucson, Az. 85710 

                        (520) 747-9473 

                        Email: thehobbyplace@gmail.com.   
 

AN AFFAIR WITH TRAINS          301 West Deer Valley Rd., Suite 4, Phoenix, Az. 85 

              (623) 434-6778 

              Hours: Closed Monday,  

 Tues. – Fri 10:00 – 5:30 

            Sat. 9 – 5; Sun. 1 – 4 

     Website: aawtrains.com 
 

CORONADO SCALE MODELS   1544 E. Cypress St. Phoenix, Az. 85006 

     (602) 254-9656 

     Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8:00 – 12:00 / 1:00 – 5:00 

         Sat. 8:00 – 12:00 

     Email: coronadoscalemod@aol.com 
 

 HOBBY DEPOT   216 w. Southern Ave, Tempe, Az. 85282 

     (480) 968-1880 

     Mon., Tues., Thurs 10:00 to 6:00 Wed., 10:00 to 8:00 

     Fri. 10:00 to 7:00   Sat. 9:00 to 5:00   Sun noon to 5:00 

 

HOBBY BENCH   8058 North 19th Ave., Phoenix, Az. 85021 

     (602) 995-1755 

     Hours: Mon  thru Fri: 9:30 to 8:00 

     Sat., 9:30 to 6:00    Sun., 11:00 to 5:00 

 

HOBBY BENCH   4240 West Bell Rd. Glendale, Az. 85308 

     (602) 547-1828 

     Hours: Mon  thru Fri: 9:30 to 8:00 

     Sat., 9:30 to 6:00    Sun., 11:00 to 5:00 

 

BURLING’S TON OF TRAINS     16939 East Colony Drive, Suite 2 Fountain Hills  Az.  

     (480) 816-6501 

     Hours: Mon  thru Fri: 11:00 to 5:00 

     Email: tonsoftrains@cox.net   

mailto:thehobbyplace@gmail.com
mailto:thehobbyplace@gmail.com
mailto:trains@roystrainworld.com
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Arizona Hobby Shops 

ARIZONA TRAIN DEPOT  755 E. McKellips Rd. Suite 5, Mesa, Az. 85203.  

     (480) 833-9486 

     Hours: Mon  thru Sat. 9:00 to 6:00; 9:00 to 9:00 on Wed. 

     Email: www.arizonatraindepot.com 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOP 

MY TRAIN SHOP    1695 Mesquite Ave., #208A, Lake Havasu City, Az. 86403  

     (928) 505-4044 

     Hours: Mon  thru Sat.10:00 to 4:00; 9:00 to 12:00 on Sat.. 

LITCHFIELD STATION   1412 North Central Ave., Suite D, Avondale, AZ. 85323 

     (623) 298-7355 

     Hours: Mon  thru Fri.10:00 to 5:00     

Flagstaff Hobbies   2417 North 4th Street, Flagstaff, Az. 86004 

     (928) 526-0383 

     Email: info@flagstaffhobbies.com  

ARIZONA DIVISION WEBSITE: www.AzDiv-nmra.org   

OBIE’S TRAINS             2114 Apache Trail, suite 11, Apache Junction, Az. 85119 

     (480) 203-1796 

     Hours: Mon  thru Fri.10:00 to 5:00     

HOBO BILL’S TRAINS  7201 North 57th Ave., Glendale, Az. 85301.  

     (480) 833-9486      

PAPA DAN’S TRAINS & MORE Paradise Valley Mall 

     4568 E. Cactus Road, Phoenix, Az.85254 

http://www.azdiv-nmra.org
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Arizona Hobby Shops 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOP 
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Spur Line 

Official Publication of the  
Arizona Division, PSR, NMRA 

Frank Baker, Editor 
 

Saturday, March 12th, Sun City, Arizona 

Depot: Sun City Model Railroad Club, NE Corner of 107th Ave. and Peoria Ave. Sun City, AZ  

Directions: From I-17, Take I-10 West to 101 N. Exit Peoria Ave. Westbound. The Sun City building is lo-

cated on the NE corner of 107th Ave. and Peoria Ave.  

Join us in Sun City—Bring your models! 

 


